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Synopsis

Now fully updated and totally revised, this highly regarded classic remains the most comprehensive
study available of AmericaA¢a -4,¢s military history.Called A¢a —A“the preeminent survey of
American military historyA¢a -Ae«by Russell F. Weigley, AmericaA¢a —4,¢s foremost military
historian, For the Common Defense is an essential contribution to the field of military history. This
carefully researched third edition provides the most complete and current history of United States
defense policy and military institutions and the conduct of AmericaA¢a -4,¢s wars. Without
diminishing the value of its earlier editions, authors Allan R. Millett, Peter Maslowski, and William B.
Feis provide a fresh perspective on the continuing issues that characterize national security policy.
They have updated the work with new material covering nearly twenty years of scholarship,
including the history of the American military experience in the Balkans and Somalia, analyzing the
wars in Iragq and Afghanistan from 2001 to 2012, and providing two new chapters on the Vietnam
War. For the Common Defense examines the nationA¢a -a,¢s pluralistic military institutions in both
peace and war, the tangled civil-military relations that created the countryA¢a -4,¢s commitment to
civilian control of the military, the armed forcesA¢a -4,¢ increasing nationalization and
professionalization, and AmericaA¢a -4,¢s growing reliance on sophisticated technologies
spawned by the Industrial Revolution and the Computer and Information Ages. This edition is also a
timely reminder that vigilance is indeed the price of liberty but that vigilance has always

beenAg¢a —a sand continues to beA¢a -4 «a costly, complex, and contentious undertaking in a world

that continually tests AmericaA¢a -a,¢s willingness and ability to provide for the common defense.
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Customer Reviews

"A work of fine research, peer review and precise, evenhanded writing that is standing the test of

time." --Kirkus Reviews

Allan R. Millett is Professor of History and Director of the Eisenhower Center for American Studies
at the University of New Orleans. Peter Maslowski is professor of history at the University of

Nebraska, Lincoln.

thought this book did a good job of documenting america’s military history from 17th century to late
20th; if you are interested in this subject matter, i recommend very highly but it is a long book & if
you do not have interest in this subject matter, forget it; i think he did a good job of documenting the

history but in a light manner; i agree with a lot of his opinions

| used this for a Military History Class. The paperback sold back to a local text book place for more

than | originally bought it .Win Win.

ltem was as described and shipped in a reasonable time.

I’'m reading this for a class on American Military History. It a great overview of how the U.S. military

has developed over time. It also offers a balanced perspective that | haven’'t seen in similar books.
| didn’t expect such a deep and expansive tome on military history to be as engaging as it was.
Some of the inter-war chapters got a bit dry at times--after awhile the political infighting starts to

blend together. But the treatment of the wars was interesting and even engrossing.

Perfect book for my college students. As a textbook, students can appreciate the affordability while

gaining knowledge from one of the foremost experts on U.S. military history.

A detailed examination of American military policy and actions.

A good reference book if you are interested in Military History.
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